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TOWN WARRANT
The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Amherst m the
Comity of Hillsborough in said State, qualified
to vote in Town Affairs:
Polls to open at 8 a. m. and close at 1 p. m.
You are hereby notified to meet at Amherst Town
Hall in said Amherst on Tuesday, the 9th dav of March,
1954, next at nine of the clock in the forenoon, to act
upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Ofiicers for the
year ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be neces-
sary to defray town charges for the ensuing year and
make appropriations of the same.
3. To see if tlie town will vote to give the Select-
men and the Town Treasurer authority to borrow
money in anticipation of taxes.
4. To see if the town will vote to allow a discount
of 1 V'l % on property taxes paid by May 1st, 1954.
Any persons paying on their 1954 tax an amount equal
to 80% of their 1953 tax to be allowed the benefit of
1 ^/^ % discount on their property tax bill if paid in full
by December 1st, 1954.
5. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate $300.00 to purchase a new adding machine for
the use of Town Ofiicers. The present obsolete and in-
accurate machine to be traded for the best allowance
possible.
6. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate $50.00 to complete payment of cost of printing
and preparing Town Inventory.
7. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate $750.00 for the purchase of a Tar Kettle for the
use of the Highway Department in repairing and patch-
ing the hard surfaced roads of the town.
8. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate money to repair or replace fence at Cricket Cor-
ner Cemetery.
9. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate $200.00 for a minimum of 25 street signs.
10. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate $300.00 to continue the curbing and grading on
the middle common, to the extent this amount will al-
low.
11. To see if the town will vote to permit the
use of a portion of the Highwav Department land ad-
jacent to the school property for the construction of a
tennis court; such court to be built by public subscrip-
tion and donations at no cost to the town and become
Town property when completed. Purpose, to promote
additional recreational facilities for Amherst children.
(By petition.)
12. To see if the town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $975.00 to straighten and elimi-
nate the curve approach to the foot of the steep hill
below the property of Robert Wilcox, known as Mack
Hill. (By petition.)
13. To see if the town will \ote to raise and
appropriate money to oil Thornton Ferry Road from
where the oiled road now ends at Green's Corner to
the corner just beyond the house of Harry Carter, Jr.
(By petition.)
14. To transact any other business that may legally
come before this meeting.
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Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing Year
January 1, 1954 to December 31, 1954
Compared with
Estimated and Actual Revenue, Appropriations and Expendi-















Growing Wood and Timber
Refund head tax expense
For fighting forest fires
Bounties
Reimbursement a/c old age assit.
For grader operator









Business licenses, permits and
filing fees
Fines & forfeits, municipal court
Rent of town hall and
other buildings




Highway, incl. rental of equip.
Gifts, Cemetery fund
Trustees of trust funds
Clarence Hagar, green rent
and lot sale
Collecting head tax
Motor Vehicle permit fees
Sale of town property
Cancelled insurance rebates
Amherst Village Dist., refund
Tree committee
















































From Local Taxes other than
Property Taxes:
Poll taxes—reg. at $2 1,500.00 1,254.00 1,500.00
National bank stock taxes 50.00 64.40 50.00
Yield Tax (timber) 1,000.00 792.78 2,500.00
Total revenues from all sources
except property taxes $18,084.75 $23,881.05 $21,585.00












In hands of treasurer $18,072 70
Capital Reserve Funds:
Grader 1,249 47
Accounts Due to Town:
Due from State:
Taxes on State owned forest lands 22 68
Overdraft-T. R. A. 610 00
Bounties 45 00
Exemption Growing Wood and Timber 1,804 82
Unredeemed Taxes:
(b) Lew of 1952 663 55
(c) Levy of 1951 483 73
(d) Previous Years 278 57
Uncollected Taxes:
a) Lew of 1953 16,671 00
e) State Head Tax-Lew of 1953 410 00
Total Assets
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Hall, Lands and Buildings
REPORT OF TOWN CLERK
AUTOMOBILE ACCOUNT
31 (1952) Auto permits
Jan. 1 to Apr. 1, 1953
1008 (1953) Auto permits
Jan 1 to Dec. 31, 19S3
REPORT OF TAX COLLECTOR
SUMMARY OF WARRANT
PROPERTY, POLLS AND YIELD TAXES
LEVY OF 1953
SUMMARY OF WARRANT
PROPERTY, POLLS AND YIELD TAXES
LEVY OF 1952
Cr.
Remitted to Treasurer during 1953:
Head Taxes $3820 00
Penalties 12 50
$3,832 50






Uncollected Head Taxes as of
January 1, 1953 $670 00
Penalties Collected during 1953 62 50
$732 50
Cr.
Remittance to Treas., during 1953:
Head Taxes $625 00
Penalties 62 50
$687 50
Abatements during 1953 45 00
$732 50
YIELD TAXES OF 1952 AND 1953
Dr.
Uncollected as of Jan. 1, 1952 $293 89




Lew of 1952 $293 89
Levy of 1953 792 78
$1086 67





From Lew of 1952 $325 93
From Levv of 1951 487 30
From LevV of 1950 119 36
From Le\ V of 1949 29 93
$962 52
Interest Collected 44 19
$1006 71
Remitted to Treasurer $1006 71
SUMMARY OF INTEREST AND SUMMONS
CHARGES COLLECTED
Interest on redeemed Taxes $ 44 19
Interest on Levy of 1952 472 36
Interest on Levy of 1953 12 07
Summons Charges Levy of 1952 20 50
Summons Charges Levy of 1953 30 20
$579 32
ABATEMENTS DURING 1953
From Levv of 1952 $207 20
From Levv of 1953 270 81
$477 01
Summary of Tax Sales Account as of December 31, 1953
Dr. 1952 1951 1950 1949 1948
Balance uncollected
January 1, 1953 $1003.93 $303.61 $123.24 $29.22
Taxes sold Town
Sept. 29, 1953 $1014.48
Interest collected 2.55 28.33 13.31
$1017.03 $1032.26 $316.92 $123.24 $29.22
Cr.
Remittance to Treas. $ 325.93 $487.30 $119.36 $ 29.93
Remittance to Treas., Int. 2.55 28.33 13.31
Deeded 25.00 32.90 28.21
Unredeemed Jan. 1, 1954 663.55 483.73 156.04 93.31 $29.22




REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER
Received from:
Hiram R. Elliott, Tax Collector $112,250 74
(and Yield Tax)
Catherine A. Kruger, Town Clerk:
Auto permits $7744 94
Dog licenses 691 75
8,436 69
Selectmen:
Pistol permits $ 8 50
Refund—Amherst Village District 30 41
Harland Holt, policy cancelled 296 01
Lawrence Clark, policy cancelled 103 21
Lincoln Insurance Agency,
policy cancelled 432 30
Rotch Ins, Agency, policy canc'ld. 298 56
Merrimack Mutual, poUcv canc'ld. 15 73
1,184 72
Clarence Hagar, Sexton:










Ladies of Baptist Church
Men's Club
Souhegan Grange
State of New Hampshire:












Gas refunds (cr. Hwy.)
9 days subsistence (Hwy. Dept.)
O. A. A. Recovery
Reimbursement Head tax
Harold L. Aldrich, Road Agent:
Clark School driveway $176 65
Mrs. Theodora Lincoln, plowing 25 00
James F. Wanless, oiling 46 75
22
$200 00
Carl S. Merrill, oiling
Ralph E. Smith, oiling
Vincent P. Brine, oiling
Ernest C. Stewart, oiling
George Hammond, Jr., oiling
Socony-Vacuum, refund
Roger Claret, summer main't.
Total
On hand Jan. 1, 1953
Paid out by order of Selectmen
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Arthur L. Underwood, selectman $350 00
Ernest C. Stewart, selectman 350 00
James F. Wanless, selectman 350 00
Hiram R. Elliott, tax collector 300 00
Catherine A. Kruger, treasurer 200 00
Catherine A. Kruger, clerk 200 00
Ehzabeth Hall, trust funds 70 00
Orson Bragdon, auditor 25 00





Arthur L. Underwood use of car
Ernest C. Stewart, use of car
James F. Wanless, use of car
N. E. Tel. and Tel. Co.
C. Edward Bourassa, Registry of
Probate, furnishing names
The Cabinet Press, printing
H. R. Elliott, supplies
Catherine A. Kruger, supplies
Vincent P. Brine, stamps
Randolph Kruger, stamps
Assoc, of N. H. Assessors
U. S. Auto and Truck Guide
Souhegan National Bank,
safe deposit box
Treas. U, S. A. Aerial photos
George Howard, auditors' postage
26
$ 20 00
State Planning and Development
Committee maps
Wheeler & Clark, rubber stamps
The Cabinet Press, town reports
Marsh & McLennan, Inc., public
officials' bonds
Lillian Underwood, blotter books
Edson C. Eastman Co., Inc., supplies
Hillsborough County Registry of
Deeds, deeds and mortgages
Brown & Saltmarsh, Inc., tax books
Harland Holt, bonds
Rotch Agency, tax collector's bond
N. H. Tax Collectors' Assoc, dues
Sargent Bros., tax bills
Branham Pub. Co., auto ref. books
Milford Taxi, multigraphing


















A. L. Martin, fire chief $ 25 00
A. L. Martin, forest fire warden 25 00
A. L. Martin, fires 761 91
Roland Sprague, labor 6 87
Mass. Bonding and Ins. Co., liability 156 60
Arthur L. Daniels, 1st asst. chief 15 00
Frank Richardson, 2nd asst. chief 15 00
Charles Reynolds, janitor 113 66
Lawrence Engine Co.,
firemen's salary 200 00
Public Service Co. 'of N. H., hghts 118 15
Milford Grain & Coal Co., supplies 226 55
N. E. Tel. & Tel. Co., telephone 94 17
Rotch Insurance Co., insurance 253 50
Laurence E. Clark, insurance 19 25
Bob's Auto Service, gas and repairs 52 01
Amherst Village District, water 30 00
Clark's Garage, gas and repairs 95 27
29
Guv H. Nelson, snow removal 12 00
Manchester Oxygen Co.,
extinguisher re-charge 2 70
A. L. Martin, warden meeting 29 04
Fairbanks Morse & Co., bulbs 1 43
James A. Coffin, Scott masks 545 54
Thrift Stores, Inc., batteries 11 37
A. L. Martin, supplies 30 19
South St. Garage, welding 3 00
Ralph A. Aldrich, fire alarm repairs 19 80
McLeod-Davies, oxygen tank 4 75
E. P. Hallet Co., oil burner repairs 7 50
Milford Public Works, hydrants 40 00
A. L. Martin, oil burner inspection 23 00
Boston Sign Co., sign 10 00
Amherst Variety Store, supplies 10 15
$2958 41
$19 00
Souhegan Valley Nursing Association:
Appropriation: $200.00
Expended:








Charles J. Lincoln $50 00
Trustees of Trust Funds:
Expended:
Trustees of Trust Funds $2254 90
(includes Grader Fund $354.90)
Merrimack Valley Region Association:
Appropriation: $100.00
Expended:
Merrimack Valley Region Association $100 00
White Pine Blister: Article 5
Appropriation: $115.70
Expended:
State Forestry Department $115 70
Long Range Tree Program:
Appropriation: $500.00
Expended:
The F. A. Bartlett Tree Expert Co.,
Inc., tree care $599 50










Public Service Co. of N. H. $2334 33
Septic Tank: Article 14
Appropriation: $125.00
Expended:












Balance, 1952 $ 652 39










Harold L. Aldrich, Jan. 1, 1953 to
March 10, 1953 $2643 92
*Harold L. Aldrich, March 11, 1953
to December 31, 1953 855 61




Harold L. Aldrich, gravel $1007 70




From Trust Fund: 150.00
$1450.00
Expended:





Wheeler and Clark, dog tags and
license books $29 67
The Cabinet Press, dog license notice 11 20
Mildred E. Wells 25 00
$65 87
Article No. 8, Insurance:
Appropriation: $300.00
Expended:
Liberty Mutual Ins. Co. $1314 50
Policies cancelled (rebate) 1145 81
$168 69
Taxes Bought by Town:
1952 Levy
Expended:
H. R. Elliott, tax sales $1014 48
H. R. Elliott, expense
'
21 51





Catherine A. Kruger, clerk $43 50
Catherine A. Kruger, for clergymen 3 00
Dr. Oscar Burns 1 75
Dr. James Jones 75
$49 00
General Expenses of Highway Department:
Appropriation: $500.00
Expended:
Marsh & McLennan, insm'ance $441 93
Harold Aldrich, supplies and
repairs 661 18
Rotch Insurance Agency, insurance 62 50









Amherst School District $62,184 17
Painting Library Fence: Article 8
Appropriation: $200.00
Expended:
R. S. Going $197 50
Hillside Avenue, Baboosic Lake: Article 9
Appropriation: $300.00
Expended:
Harold L. Aldrich $297 63
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Grader Repair: Article 10
Appropriation: $500.00
Expended:
R. C. Hazelton Co., Inc., parts and labor $500 00
Town Hall Roof Repairs: Article 11
^Appropriation: $300.00
Expended:
C. A. Spaulding, labor and material $202 50
Painting Two Rridges: Article 12
Appropriation: $2800.00
Expended:
Boston Sign Co., labor and material $2800 00
Inventory Printing: Article 18
Appropriation: $300.00
Expended:
The Cabinet Press, printing $300 00
36
REPORT OF HIGHWAY AGENT
During the spring months it was necessary for the
Highway Department to giavel several sections of
road to correct muddy conditions.
On March 27th the grading program was started
for the summer months.
The summer maintenance program took care of all
necessary repairs to roads, culverts, and the cutting of
brush.
Under the oiling program there were about fourteen
miles resurfaced with MC-3 asphalt. Considerable
amount of money was spent patching these roads before
oiling.
Your Road Agent feels that if the town owned a tar
kettle, much could be saved on patching. The town
has about forty miles of black road now which requires
a tremendous amount of patching. I believe a tar ket-
tle would pay for itself in two years.
T. R. A. money was spent on one and one half miles
of road in the south end of town (Route 122 to the
South Merrimack Road). This year T. R. A. money
will be spent on two or three roads in diflFerent sections
of the town. All this work will be done under the new











Fisk Highway Fund 25 00
State reimbursement 188 60




Motor Vehicle Dept., gas tax $54 55
Hume Pipe of N. E. Inc., culvert pipe
R. C. Hazelton Co. Inc., parts
Merrimack Tire and Battery Co., grader
supplies
Socony Vacuum Oil Co., Inc., grader grease
The County Stores Inc., supplies
Public Service Co. of N. H., town barn lights
Merrimack Farmers Exchange, cement
Milford Public Works, catch basin
Duracrete Block Co. Inc., catch basin
South Street Garage, grader repair
Oliver Merrill, culvert pipe
Clark's Garage, grader gas
Bob's Auto Service, grader gas
Larry's Welding and Radiator Shop, welding
Ace Construction Co. Inc., gravel
Walter Fuller, gravel
E. E. Phinney, gravel
Ace Construction Co. Inc., pea stone and sand
William E. Bedders, huff loader









John Bowler, labor 29 00
Guy Bills, labor 58 00
Frank Bills, labor 40 00
John Young, labor 40 00







(Clark School driveway) 176 65
James Wanless 46 75
Carl S. Merrill 169 56
Ralph Smith 110 90
Ernest Stewart 8 40
Vincent Brine 8 40
George E. Hammond 171 00
$7691 66
Granite State Asphalt Prod. Co. Inc., patch $ 537 46
Ace Construction Co. Inc., hot top 178 75
Barrett Division, oil 1134 03
Trimount Bituminous Products Co., oil 2297 17
Mystic Bituminous Products Co. Inc., oil 1067 28
Mrs. Bessie Balch, sand 81 80
E. K. Wheeler, roller 15 00
Oliver Merrill, loader 281 50
William Hart, truck 238 60
Richard Crocker, truck 224 40
Harold L. Aldrich, truck 583 90
Guy Bills, labor . 211 00
Thomas Crocker, labor 8 00
Richard Crocker, labor 104 00
Eino Soini, labor 207 00
Frederick Howard, labor 129 00
41
Frank Bills, labor 38 00
Walter White, grader operator 31 05
Harold L. Aldrich, foreman 292 10
$7660 04
OIL — Baboosic (Hillside Ave.)
Appropriation $300 00
Barrett Division, oil $297 63
DUMPS
Appropriation $200 00
William E. Bedders, bulldozer $103 50
Andrew Raymond, labor 2 00
John Bowler, labor 2 00
Robert Hancock, labor 2 50
Guy Bills, labor 32 00
Frank Bills, labor 32 00





Socony Vacuum Oil Co., Inc. 6 84
$506 84
R. C. Hazelton Co. Inc., grader repair $ 503 30
Larrv's Welding and Radiator Shop, welding 4 00
The County Stores Inc., supplies 28 70
Mabel Aldrich, bookkeeping 25 00
Soconv Vacuum Oil Co. Inc., trrader oil 16 30
Bob's Auto Service, grader supplies 2 80
Caselline Venable Corp. of N. H., grader blades 61 43
Public Service Co. of N. H., town barn lights 19 65





Amherst Lawn Mower Hospital, trailer mowers $ 54 91
Clarence Hagar, sharpen mower
Bob's Auto Service, mower gas
Oliver Merrill, loam
Richard Crocker, truck












A. L. Martin, labor
Harold L. Aldrich, foreman
$614 76
10 50
REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
In 1952, as reported a year ago, your trustees sought
to improve the income earned by the trust funds en-
trusted to their care. Therefore, during 1953 additional
shares in soxind investment companies, approved by
the State of New Hampshire for this purpose, have been
purchased. The accompanying report names all in-
vestment companies in which shares are now owned by
the trust funds, and indicates the extent of the holdings
in each.
Common Trust Fund A, referred to in our report
for 1953, now includes all trust funds established during
or before 1952 with the exception of the Mary P. Nutt
School Fund. The new trusts established during 1953
will form the nucleus for a Common Trust Fund B, to
be set up in the future.
Our experience so far with the investment trusts
has been good, and it should so continue; this raises
the question (which has been asked) "why not sell the
government bonds and not wait for them to mature?"
The answer is that the higher income of investment
trusts is largely dependent upon a continuation of good
profits in industry, and so it seems best to keep some
of our principal in government bonds, at least until
they mature.
We did sell $5,000.00 worth of Series G. bonds and
realized $4,895.00 from the sale because the bonds still
had two years to run; however, with the return from
the investment trusts the same as it has been, the in-
come from the new investment during the two vear
period will not only wipe out the $105 loss, but we will
have about $45.00 more than we would have received if
we had held the bonds two years longer.
Writing up the new books, which we referred to a
vear ago, has been completed, including a new ledger
carrving the details of each of the two hundred thirty-
nine funds; Library, School, Highway, and Cemetery.
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In addition to the perpetual care of cemetery lots,
we have spent one hundred and sixty-four dollars re-
making the lawn outside the fence, and straightening
and resetting tombstones at Meadowview; we also con-
tributed $150.00 to the town's cemetery appropriation.
The following disbursements were made from in-
come during 1953:
Amherst Town Library $ 298 97
Amherst School District 533 58
Town of Amherst — Highway Maintenance 25 00
Cemetery improvement and maintenance 339 66





Trustees of Trust Funds.
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
For the Year Ending December 31, 1953





Dividends and interest received in 1953
$5577 65
Expended in 1953 $1947 56
Accrued Interest on hand Dec. 31, 1953:
Souhegan National Bank 248 35
Manchester Savings Bank 57 44
Incorporated Investors Trust 1324 08



































This past year has been one of great activity in the
Hbrary; 41 new patrons have registered their names.
During the vear 401 books have been accessioned
to the hbrary. Of these, 145 books have been classified
as adult fiction, 39 as adult non-fiction, 158 juvenile
fiction, 59 as juvenile non-fiction, and 26 of these were
given to the library. There are also 19 magazines and
one newspaper which are axailable to borrowers.
The State Bookmobile still is of great value to your
library, calling about every ten weeks. A total of 521
adult and children's books have been loaned to us
through this service.
The State Library also will loan to anyone, upon
special request, books of a specialized nature which
your local library does not have. Many people have
borrowed books in this manner this past year.
We wish to thank the following people for their
gifts of books and money: Mrs. Heckman, Miss Ethel
Putnam, Mrs. Carl Peterson, Mr. Shirley Carr, Amherst
Men's Club, Mr. Arthur Bonney, Mr. and Mrs. Philip
Holmes, Mrs. Norwin Bean, Mrs. Carl Smith, and Mr.
C. J. Campbell.
The November meeting of the P. T. A. was held at
the library during National Book Week. The guest
speaker of the evening was C. W. Anderson of Mason,
author and illustrator of many children's books. The
library was very attractive with table displays of many
children's and adult books.
The circulation for the vear has been as follows:
Adult fiction 2561
Adult non-fiction 599 Juvenile fiction 4319
Adult magazines 961 Juvenile non-fiction 727
Total 4121 Total 5046
Grand Total Circulation: 9167
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The Librarian and Trustees wish to thank Mrs. Vir-
ginia Chambers for the floral arrangements which she
has placed in the library during the year.
The library hours are: Tuesday and Friday, 2 to 5






For the Year 1953
RECEIPTS
A NARRATIVE REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN
Amherst is a true example of a New England town,
due to its Colonial character and beauty, being one of
the very few wholly residential towns existing in the
State. Because of the nearness of large cities, improved
State highways and commuting time, we are faced with
the problems of expansion. All these factors demand
increased cost for expanded services. We all must
bear in mind that the cost of the town government is
determined at the Town Meeting and the School Meet-
ing. The increased cost of Schools necessitated an in-
crease in 1953 tax rate over 1952 from $2.98 to $3.29
in the School rate. Town rate was reduced from $2.02
to $1.93. The financial standing of our Town is splendid.
Let us all cherish this fact and do our utmost to con-
tinue this condition.
Town Hall
Following action taken at last Town Meeting, a
septic tank was installed for the kitchen, and with pro-
per care this should remedy the waste disposal prob-
lem. The kitchen ceiling has been painted with washa-
ble paint, and when the walls are painted, this will
result in a modern, sanitary room. One other problem
faces us in connection with the smoke and soot from
the gas water heater and stove. Plans are being con-
sidered to place a shield over the stove connecting to
a small pipe from the heater to exhaust through outside
wall, over the stove.
Insurance
The insurance program voted in the 1952 Town
meeting was completed in 1953, and on the recommen-
dation of the Insurance Committee, the insurance on
the Town Hall, Library, Fire House and Barn was in-
creased to $105,000.00, total divided as follows: Town
Hall and contents $46,500.00, Library and contents
$45,000.00, Fire House and equipment (less vehicles)
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$11,000.00, Bam and contents (less vehicles) $2,500.00.
The annual cost to maintain this program in the future
is approximately $600.00.
Fire Department
During the past year, the Fire Department has pur-
chased two Scott Masks, with extra tanks. Trained
eight men in its use. This equipment is especially use-
ful to combat the effects of smoke inhalation or pre-
venting death by drowning.. We have a problem this
year of storing the old hand tub fire engines. Tempora-
rily the\^ can be housed in the Town Barn. If in the
future an addition is built on the back of the Fire
House, it should be large enough to house a small
emergencv truck. This truck would contain the forest
fire pumps, Scott Masks, stretchers, shovels, etc. It
would attend every fire, and in many cases avoid the
need of using the large equipment. We feel that a good
used tiuck would answer this purpose. The fire alarm
system with the Central Control Panel in the fire house
and 14 fire alarm boxes, located in the town, was com-
pleted and accepted by the proper authorities in 1953.
The following article appeared in tlie Milford Cabinet
on February 4, 1954:
How to Report a Fire in Amherst
The air horn on the fire station is now operated from a
master fire alarm box in response to telephone alarms.
A new telephone circuit is being installed to alert all key
personnel from a single telephone line. This will result
in a change in the telephone number shown in the new
telephone directory just distributed. Therefore please do
not call by number.
To report a fire, call the operator and say "I want to
report a fire in Amherst." As soon as the call is answered,
give the location of the fire and your name and telephone
number.
Areas outside the Village District must continue to re-
port fires by telephone. Inside the \^illage District, the
telephone may still be used, but the use of one of the
new fire alarm boxes is urged whenever possible as this
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method operates the air horn on the fire station direct
from the street box, giving a coded signal to ideatify the
location and automatically providing a permanent record
of the alarm on the tape register in the fire station. It is
immediate in action and eliminates confusion as to loca-
tion.
We accepted with regret the resignation of Fire
Chief Ashton L. Martin effective December 31, 1953,
and appointed in his place Arthur L. Daniels who has
been First Assistant Chief, and we believe he will carry
on the high standards of our Fire Department.
Police Department
Our Police Department, because of the heavy traf-
fic on Route 101, were requested by the State to check
speeding and careless driving. This item required an
additional expenditure, but we feel that it is a must to
continue this traffic duty, and try to give our town a
clean record.
T. R. A. Overdraft $610.00
After conferring with the State Highway Depart-
ment, it was decided to complete road No. 66, this
was because the original funds were exhausted before
completion of the road. The Selectmen forwarded a
check in the amount of $610.00 to cover cost of com-
pleting the project. This amount will be returned to
us by the State July 1, 1954. At the time the funds
were exhausted, the road was completely gravelled and
the hard surface was finished to within five tenths of
a mile of completing the project. If the road was not
finished while the trucks and workers were available,
it would be necessary to rebuild the unfinished portion
in 1954, at a greater cost.
Town Report Award
In recognition of our 1952 Town Report, the Bureau
of Government Research of the University of New
Hampshire, awarded Amherst third place in Class
Three Towns (population 1,000 to 2,500).
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Miscellaneous
In accordance with the vote of the Town Meeting,
the following was accomplished. Article No. 8—Library
fence scraped and painted. Article No. 9—Residents
of Hillside Avenue, Baboosic Lake area are well satis-
fied with the road improvement. Article No. 11—the
Town Hall roof was painted and repaired. Aluminum
gutters installed where necessary. The appropriations
were adequate in every case.
Our Cover
On our cover we pay tribute to Fire Chief Ashton
L. Martin, who retired on December 31, 1953, after
forty years as a member of the Amherst Fire Depart-
ment and for the last 24 years its Chief. During the
same 24-year period he was also Forest Fire Warden.
All of his duties were handled conscientiously and ef-
ficiently.
We feel sure the whole town joins in wishing him
and Mrs. Martin, who cheerfully and efficiently handled
innumerable telephone calls, all happiness and joy
in the leisure this change will afford.
Conclusion
In conclusion, your Selectmen wish to thank all
of the Town Committees and Departments for the
splendid cooperation they have given during the year
1953. It was very helpful and tends to create a more
efficient government.
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE
Arrests 1^
Safe keeping 1
Motor vehicle accidents 14
Breaking and entering 3
Defacing property 1
Warning to operators of motor vehicles 50
Dances at Lake 24
Dances at Town Hall 38
Aid to other departments 5
Complaints 20
Collecting dog license fees 7 hrs.
Plates found and returned to





Dogs disposed of ^
Stray animals returned 2
Loose animal complaint 1
Memorial Day 1 man, 3 hours duty
Fourth of July, duty in village 3 men, 7 hrs.
Dump patrol^ Fourth of July, 1 man, 9 hours
Disturbance calls 2
Information for U. S. Civil Service 1
Other inquiries 4
Warning to boys 1
False alarms 1
Stolen property 4
Highway traffic duty, Sept. to Oct. 75 hrs.
Warning speeders H
No license I




Yellow line violation 1
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Following too close to another vehicle 1
Run away boys, apprehended 1
Fatal accidents 2
This department wishes to extend thanks to State
Police Sgt. John Conti and State Troopers McBain, Bass
and Cote, also Motor Vehicle Inspector Landry and the
Milford Police Department for their cooperation.
ALBERT H. JUNKINS,
Police Chief.
REPORT OF FIRE CHIEF A. L. MARTIN
Grass and brush fires 19
Building fires 2






False alarms, one in Village and one at
Baboosic Lake 2
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Chevrolet Fire Truck out (for fires) 3
Combination Ford Truck out 21
Tank Truck out 24
Paid 494 men, $74L20
266 called up for burning beside written permits.
The firemen have had more training lessons this
year than usual.
Several firemen attended the Training School put
on by the Fire Chief Club of N. H., near Portsmouth.
A. L. MARTIN,
Fire Chief and Forest Fire Warden for 1953.
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BOARD OF HEALTH REPORT
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and
Citizens of Amherst, New Hampshire
I herewith submit my report as Health Officer for
the year ending January 1, 1954,
With the full time of the School Nurse numerous
calls and reporting of contagious and infectious diseases
in connection widi the health department are cared
for quickly and efficiently, the greater number of these
cases starting in school or school ages.
The usual number of Neighborhood Feuds exist re-
garding infringement of rights, i.e., keeping dogs, swine,
spreading fertilizer, etc., within certain distance of
boundary lines of property.
It is the policy of this department to dispose of this
type of complaint in a reasonable and equitable manner
and without the injurious results of publicity.
A rapidly developing area of Amherst which requires
constant supervision is the section of town on the 101-A
leading to South Merrimack. This area is made up of
new homes, garages, recreation area and eating places.
The cooperation of the owners has been very good, al-
though there are many items of misunderstanding which
require time and consultation.
During the past season little has been heard from
the Baboosic Lake section, probably by reason of
the drinking water problem having been taken care of
through the State Board of Health — this matter has
always been the outstanding item of that section of
the town. Chlorination of the water has been super-
vised by the State.
The Superintendent of the new water system should
be commended. The areas around the well and stand-
pipe are clean and well cared for. The type of water
is good as reported by the State.
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It is my opinion that the town of Amherst is as free






Interest in the care and preservation of our trees
increased noticeably in 1953.
The long range program of spraying, pruning, feed-
ing and planting was carried on through the year. In
addition to the town appropriation, interested proper-
ty owners and organizations also contributed to the
underwriting of the above costs. New trees planted
included two Elms, three Lindens, and six Maples, all
on the town commons.
Although definite progress is being made we are
still faced with heavy odds — continued dry summers
and the Dutch Elm disease, which showed up in 36
additional New Hampshire towns this past year. We
should be grateful that so far Amherst has escaped. The
big preventive is in keeping our Elms vigorous and
healthy. This is just what the Tree Program is trving
to accomplish, but its funds are meager.
Spraving all Elms, both town and private, is the
important item. The town spraying cost leaves little
for individual tree work. We must hope that we will
continue to receive cost participation by residents on




ROBERT W. SEAMANS, Chairman.
January 30, 1954.
SEXTON'S REPORT
Your regular 1953 appropriation was used by spend-
ing $199.61 on the Old Cemetery; $83.95 on the Cricket
Corner Cemetery; $36.94 on Chestunt Hill Cemetery;
$5.75 on the Ponemah Cemetery and the balance on
Meadow \'iew Cemetery. The Special Appropriation
for the Old Cemetery of $152.72 was used as intended.
Through an accident of an unknown truck, about 25 to
30 feet of the front wall was knocked down and had to
be repaired. $89.05 was paid to Cuy Nelson and $7.44
for cement and other material, making $96.49 for the
repair. The balance of the $152.72 was used to straight-
en a good share of the head stones in the Cemetery.
This sum was o[i\'en to the town bv the Trust Fund.
Also the Trust Fund paid for making a new lawn in
front of the Perpetual Care area of Meadow View
Cemeter\' which amounted to $98.66. Another sum
of $65.40 was paid by the Trustees for straightening
monuments in Meadow View.
The curbings of some of the town care lots have
been an eye-sore for a number of years. The frost and
roots ha\'e heaved them making the lots look uncared
for. The Selectmen, Road Agent and Sexton agreed the
old curbing could be used in the village around the
World \ya.Y Memorial lawn, not only to beautify it but
to keep cars from parking on it. Harold Aldrich re-
moved them and placed them around a part of the
lawn, doing a very good job and from all reports the
majority of the townspeople are well pleased. The lots
thev were taken from were lowered and seeded, making
a much better looking cemetery. No Perpetual Care
curbings were used.
Your Sexton thinks one of our big problems now is
the fence at Cricket Corner Cemetery. This fence is
rotten and broken. The top boards are decayed so
bad that thev will not hold nails and would be money
thro\\'n awav to tr\' to paint. There are two ways of
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putting up the fence. One way is to use wire which
should last years without expense of painting. The
other is to copy the old fence, using boards again and
painting every few years. The Trust Fund cannot be
used on diis cemetery as the gifts for improvements are
specified for the Meadowview Cemetery only. The
Selectmen, Trustees and Sexton are inquiring into the
cost of this fence, both wire and boards, and will be
able to give approximate figures at the town meeting.
Your Sexton intends to put a new lawn on the new
roadside, as that seems to be the most traveled side
since the new road.










During the calendar year 1953, 22 permits were
issued under the Zoning Ordinance.
Respectfullv submitted,
WILLIAM C. VOSE.
REPORT of FOREST FIRE DISTRICT FIRE CHIEF
Number of fires 10
Acres burned 2%
Costs $221.00
Permits issed and returned 15





To tlie Board of Selectmen and Citizens
of Amherst, N. H.:
The Committee appointed by the Moderator to
investigate the advisabihty of the town to purchase a
dmnp truck submits the following report.
The prices of four of the popular makes of trucks
were studied. A truck suitable for the town would
cost about $4,000. This price includes needed extras
such as spare tire, chains, flares, etc.
Estimated average yearly operating expenses would
be, gas and oil $300; depreciation $800; insurance $140
and repairs $160. Repairs on town owned equipment
are usually more than privately owned.
The town now pays the road agent for the use of
his truck (the vehicle that a town truck would replace)
$2200 to $2400 a year.
If the town owned a truck, other trucks would have
to be hired for snow plowing, oiling and road work.
Sooner or later the town would need a new garage to
keep equipment in. Everyone knows that the town
has plenty of building problems now.
Your Committee advises against the purchase of a




REPORT OF THE AMHERST ROAD COMMISSION
To the Citizens and Taxpayers of Amherst:
Your Commission suggests the following use of
T. R. A. funds:
First: To maintain properly our present hard sur-
faced system. ( This would involve T. R. A. funds if the
re-oiling appropriation proves insufficient to meet ac-
tual needs.}
Second: To use the balance to properly construct
as much new road as possible, most of which will be
gravel surfaced rather than hard surfaced. By "proper-
ly constructing," it is meant to provide adequate drain-
age, to proN'ide for easy snow removal, to eliminate part
of the brush control problem, minor straightening, and
to cover with an adequate thickness of gravel. It is ap-
parent that in the past we have tried to stretch our
new construction dollars too far.
Since experience has shown how difficult it is to
predict in advance just how much any giN^en project
will cost, no attempt will be made to state just when
any specific project will be undertaken.
The following projects have been viewed by the
State engineers and will probably be included in the
new long range program, but not in any special order:
Top of Chestnut Hill
Top of Mack Hill — past Hubbard's
Top of Christian Hill — to Mann's
Thornton Ferry Road — to Carter's
North Street
One project remains on the old program — Ponemah
Hill, as well as some sealing to be finished on the new
construction of 1953. It is felt bv the Commission that
this work should be finished before starting on a new
program.
We want to call vour attention to the almost com-
plete lack of culvert guards throughout the town.
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As a result of our investigation covering the con-
struction of roads in other sections of the state we
recommend the balance of the roads contained in
the long range program be of the penetration top meth-
od over proper construction instead of the socalled road







We hereby certify that we have examined the ac-
counts of the following town officers:
Selectmen, Treasurer, Clerk, Tax Collector, Road
Agent, Trustees of Library, Trustees of Trust Funds,








The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the Amherst Village District in
the County of Hillsborough in said State,
qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Amherst
Town Hall in said Amherst Village District on Friday,
the twelfth day of March next, at eight o'clock in the
afternoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Officers for the year en-
suing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be neces-
sary to defray charges for the ensuing vear and make
appropriations of the same.
3. To act upon a proposal to replace the present
Rules and Regulations of the Amherst Village District
by those proposed by paragraphs 1 through 29 attached
hereto and published in the Amherst Town Report.
4. To transact any other business that may legally
come before said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this 23rd day of





Commissioners of Amherst Village District.
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Proposed Rules and Regulations Printed
on Pages 70-74
AMHERST VILLAGE DISTRICT
The water system has just completed its second
year of operation. The total number of water services
is now 120, representing a net increase of 14 during
the year.
The original bond issue of July 1, 1950 was for
$155,000.00, of this amount $6,000.00 was retired dur-
ing the year, leaving a current bonded indebtedness
of $149,000.00. A like amount is to be retired during
the coming year.
The new fire alarm system, for which the district
voted two years ago, was placed in service on October
1. This constitutes an expansion of the previous system
to include 14 street boxes, a master box for telephone
alarms and special signals, and a tape register in the
fire station.
Insurance rates for residences, based on a valuation
of $100.00 for a three year period were reduced from
$1.00 to $.70 when the water system was placed inserv-
ice two years ago. These rates were further reduced
to $0.57 upon completion of the alarm system.
The state board of health continues to report favor-
ablv on water samples which are submitted periodi-
cally.
Telephone Alarms
The air horn on the fire station is operated by a mas-
ter box in response to telephone alarms.
To sound an alarm, call the telephone operator and
say: "I want to report a fire in Amherst." As soon as the
call is answered, give the location of the fire, also your
name and telephone number.
Fires outside of the Village District must of necessi-
ty continue to be reported by telephone. Within the
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District fires may continue to be reported by telephone
if desired, but the use of a street box is recommended
wherever possible.
Box Alarms
Any street box will immediately sound the air horn
on the fire station, giving a coded signal to identify the
location. This signal is automatically and permanently
recorded on a tape register. It eliminates any confu-
sion as to location.
To sound an alarm, pull the white handle on the
front of the box. This will expose the operating lever.
Pull the operating lever down as far as it will go. Wait
at the box until the fire department arrives, then direct
it to the fire.
An article appears in the warrant for revision of
the Rules and Regulations. After two full years of
operation it appears advisable to make certain minor
revisions in some instances, and to further clarify
others.
A penalty provision has been added for non-pay-
ment of water bills. While the vast majority of consum-
ers pay bills promptly, there are always a few which
require considerable follow up on the part of the Su-
perintendent. It is felt that those whose bills are in
arrears should pav the extra cost involved in their col-
lection.
The rates for water service have been revised in-so-
far as thev applv to new services and summer proper-
ties where the billing covers less than a full year, also
for water used for construction purposes.
The article relating to extensions of the water sys-
tem has been modified to provide a more equitable
method of financing extensions during the period of
amortizing the original bond issue. Thus, although the
cost of any extension must be borne b\' the owners of
properties which are benefitted by it, credit is given in
proportion to the period during which these properties,
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through precinct taxes, contribute to the amortization
of the bond issue. It is felt that this provision will fos-
er extensions to the water system which are necessary
in a growing community, on a basis which will not
increase the burden of the present owners and water
takers in the District, and which will at the same time
not place an undue burden on those to be served by
the extension. It is expected that new tax proceeds
from the properties to be served by such extensions
will be sufficient to repay any short term borrowings
for financing the District share of the cost of such
extensions.
AMHERST FIRE ALARM SIGNALS
Box 112 Corner Old Manchester Rd, and Mack Hill Rd.
(by bridge)
Box 114 Mack Hill Road (by Barrett's)
Box 115 Mack Hill Road (by Going's)
Box 121 Corner Main and Church Streets (by Town Hall)
Box 122 Cor. Church and Mont Vernon Rd. (by Brick School)
Box 123 Corner Mont Vernon and Sunset Rds. (by Reynolds)
Box 125 Foundry Street (by Clark School)
Box 131 Cor. Main and Maple Sts. (cor. of Park by Locke's)
Box 132 Corner Main and Davis Lane (by Clough's)
Box 134 On State Road to Milford (by Cutting place)
Box 141 Comer Middle and Cross Streets (by Knight's)
Box 142 Courthouse Road (by Ward's)
Box 144 Courhouse Road (corner Rte. 101 and Depot St.)
Box 151 Corner Maple St. and State Road (by Clark's Garage)
SPECIAL SIGNALS
2 All Out and Test
3 Brush Fire
4 No School
6 Boy Scouts Call
24 Legion Call
31 Out of Village District and Out of Town
Box Alarm May Be Tested at Noon Saturdays
67
AMHERST VILLAGE DISTRICT BUDGET
Estimates of Receipts and Expenditures for the Ensuing Year
January 1, 1954 to December 31, 1954
Compared to
Estimated and Actual Receipts and Expenditures of the Previous




Cash on hand Jan. 1 $ $ 812.17 $ 744.50
Reserve for Fire Alarm System 6,700.00 6,700.00
Total cash on hand $7,512.17 $ 744.50
Income water service, prior yr. $1,233.55
Income water service, current yr. $4,000.00 2,303.00 $4,200.00
Total income water service $4,000.00 $3,536.55 $4,200.00
Hydrant rental $1,365.00 $1,365.00 $1,365.00
Precinct tax, prior year $ 621.98
Precinct tax, current year $6,334.73 6,334.73 *$6,479.05
Total Precinct Tax $6,334.73 $6,956.71 $6,479.05
Total Receipts $18,399.73 $19,370.43 $12,788.55
EXPENDITURES
Estimated Expended Estimated
AMHERST VILLAGE DISTRICT BALANCE SHEET
December 31, 1953
ASSETS
Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1953 $744 50
Accounts Receivable, includmg
December 31 bills 1,947 85
Total Cm-rent Assets $ 2,692 35
Water System $150,869 31
Fire Alarm System 6,700 00
Total Fixed Assets 157,569 31
Total Assets $160,261 66
LIABILITIES
Bonds Payable $149,000 00
Excess of Assets over Liabilities 11,261 66





To see if the District will vote to strike out articles 1 through
21 of the rules and regulations of the Amherst Village District
dated January 2, 1952 and substitute therefore the following:
Application
1. Application for water service must be made by the owner
of the property to be served. This must be done on a form
which is to be filed with the commissioners, containing an agree-
ment to abide by the rules and regulations of the District. Any
change in property ownership requires the filing of a new appli-
cation with responsibility falling on the new owner to make
certain at the time of purchase that there is no amount of lien
represented by unpaid water service charge at the time of pur-
chase.
2. Owners of premises will be held responsible for water
consumption at rates prescribed. No collection of water service
charges will be made from tenants except at the written request
of the owner upon whom the responsibility for payment will
still rest. This exception cannot be granted in cases where two
or more tenants are served by a single meter.
3. No water service applicant will be allowed to supply
water to any person not entitled to its use without permission of
the superintendent and under his direction.
Installation
4. All ordinary service connections will be laid at the ex-
pense of the District to the propertv line where a curb stop and
waste valve will be placed.
5. At the option of the owner of the premises, pipes and
necessary fittings may be placed by the District on the owner's
property up to a point of suitable location for a meter including
a stop and waste valve at the meter location, the property own-
er to pay for that portion of the installation within his premises.
6. On all services laid from the property line into the prem-
ises which are not made by the District, the ditch must remain
open for inspection by a representative of the District before
backfilling. All piping to be not less than five feet below the
surface of the ground. Pipe to be either cement lined or copper
or such other pipe as may be approved by the District in writ-
ing, up to the location of the meter. All meter locations must
be approved by a representative of the District before water is
turned on.
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7. No person except employees of the District will be per-
mitted at any time to open or close a service shut-off valve.
Meters
8. Meters will be installed by the District on all use services.
9. No meter shall be disconnected, removed, or disturbed
except by a representative of the District.
10. The accuracy of the meter on any premises will be tested
Ijy the District on written request of the owner, who shall pay
in advance a fee of four dollars to cover the cost of the test. If
on such test the meter is found to register over three per cent
more water than actually passes through it, the meter will be
repaired and the fee of four dollars refunded to the owner, and
the water bill for the period will be adjusted according to the
results of the test.
Piotection of Service Pipes and Meters
11. All persons taking water shall at their own expense keep
their service pipes within their premises in good repair, and pro-
tect both pipes and meters from damage bv frost or other cause.
The property owner will be reld responsible for all damage to
a water meter from freezing, hot water backing up from house
boilers, or other abuse. Property owners are advised to install
check or vacuum valves, or other safety devices on boilers or
water tanks of any description which are dependent on pressure
in their water pipes to keep them supplied. In any case of dan-
ger to them, the owner should open hot water faucets when the
water supply is shut off and let them remain open until the
water supply is turned on again. Risk of damage in such cases
is exclusively on the owner.
Water Service Rates
12. A minimum charge of $30.00 will be made for quantities
up to 40,000 gallons consumed during a calendar year. All
water in excess of 40,000 gallons but not exceeding 100,000 gal-
lons will be charged for at the rate of 40 cents per thousand gal-
lons. All water in excess of 100,000 gallons but not exceeding
500,000 gallons will be charged for at the rate of 25 cents per
thousand gallons. All water in excess of 500,000 gallons will be
charged for at the rate of 20 cents per thousand gallons.
13. In cases of new consumers and summer properties where
the water service is in effect for less than a full year, the $30.00
minimum yearly charge and the 40,000 gallons covered thereby,
will be adjusted according to the period beginning on the first
dav of the calendar month during which the service is turned on,
and extending to the last day of the calendar month during
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which the service is turned off, or to the last day of the calendar
year if the service continues in effect.
14. Owners of summer properties and others wishing to tem-
porarily discontinue water service must pay a fee of $1.00 for
turning off and $1.00 for turning on the water service each time
they request the District to do so. This is in addition to the
charges listed in articles 12 and 13.
15. The annual minimum charge of $30.00 to be billed
quarterly at $7.50 per quarter, at the end of each 3 month peri-
od, during the calendar year. Any excess over the 40,000 gallons
covered by the minimum charge will be billed annually at the
end of the fourth quarter.
16. Unmetered water will be provided for construction pur-
poses upon application filed on the regular application form. A
charge of $2.50 will be made for each calendar month during
any part of which such service is in effect. Upon completion of
construction, a meter must be installed and charges made in
accordance with article 13.
17. On all services not covered by the above schedules, ap-
plication may be made to the Commissioners for applicable
rates.
Peimlties
18. A quarterly charge which remains unpaid when the next
quarterly bill is issued will be subject to a fine of fifty cents.
If two previous quarterly charges remain unpaid when a quar-
terly bill is issued, one for three months and one for six months,
a total fine of one dollar and fifty cents will be incurred. Any
l)ill containing two such arrearages must be paid within thirty
days or the service will be shut off without notice. The superin-
tendent is not authorized to accept payment in lieu of shut off.
All payments must be made to Treasurer, Amherst Village Dis-
trict. Once shut off, restoration will not be made until all
charges and penalties have been paid in full plus a charge of
two dollars for shutting off the service and turning it back on
again.
19. If water is supplied to more than one premise through
a single tap, the water may be shut off in case of non-payment
of either party or parties, notwithstanding that the other party or
parties have paid their amount due.
20. Failure of a property owner to receive a bill does not
relieve him from obligation for its payment.
21. Receipted copies of water bills will not be mailed to the
payer unless a self-addressed stamped envelope accompanies the
payment.
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Use of Fire Hydrants
22. All persons are forbidden to open or close a fire hydrant
except such employees of the Fire Department or District as
may be authorized to do so, unless a written permit for use of
water from the hydrant has been obtained from the Commission-
ers, stipulating the rate of charge to be made for water thus
obtained.
RiglH to Prohibit
23. The Commissioners reserve the right to limit or prohibit
the use of water as the public interest may require and to, at
any time without notice, shut off the water for the purpose of
making repairs, extensions, or for other purposes. In such cases,
the Commissioners will try to give advance notice.
24. In cases where property owners also have a private
source of supply, no piping or connections of any kind will be
permitted between the private source of supply and the piping
supplied by the District.
Extension of the Water System
25. Any extension of the water system within the District,
as shown on the Record Plans by Fay, Spofford, and Thorndike
as revised December 7, 1951 vmder which the system was com-
pleted January 2, 1952, shall be made only in accordance with
the following rules:
(a) Extension to existing mains must be applied for in writ-
ing to the District Commissioners by the property owner or
owners desiring such extension. Such written application must
furnish satisfactory evidence that the owner or owners, request-
ing such extension, will pay the District for the cost of extension
within thirty days after its completion. Pipe sizes for the exten-
sions are to be determined by the Commissioners. Such exten-
sions, if in roads dedicated to the public service shall become
the property of the District.
(b) The cost of any extension of the water system when
laid in a public way shall be borne by the abutters on a front
foot basis, except that if the extension is made between July 1,
1950 and July 1, 1980 during the period of amortization of the
bond issue for the construction of the original system the District
will absorb one thirtieth of the cost of such extension for each
full year remaining in the amortization period when such exten-
sion is made.
(c) If the Commissioners deem that hydrants shall be in-
stalled on such extensions, the cost of the hydrants will be borne
by the District.
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(d) Any extensions of the water system beyond the bounds
of the District shall be dependent upon the expansion of the
District to include the area to be served by such extension. If
the District is thus extended, any extension of the water system
to serve the area thus annexed, shall be made in accordance
with items (a), (b), and (c) of this article.
(e) Annexation of any area which lies outside the District
boundaries shall be bv favorable action on a warrant article pe-
titioning for such annexation at a regular or duly authorized
special meeting of the District, such petition to be signed by a
majority of the legally registered voters residing within the area
to be thus annexed whose names appear on the Town of Am-
herst official checklist of voters.
General Rules
26. Xo person will be entitled to reco\er any abatement,
compensation, or damages, on account of the shutting off or the
limitation of the use of water for an\' cause which the Commis-
sioners may deem necessary.
27. Anv omission or delav on the part of the Commissioners
or their agents in exercising the rights reserxed under laws, rules
or regulations shall not constitute or be construed as a waiver of
such rights.
28. The Superintendent or his agent may enter the premises
of any water taker at anv reasonable hour to inspect pipes, fix-
tures, etc., which are used in connection with the water service.
29. The foregoing rules apply within the Amherst Village
District as now or hereafter defined and become effective at the
time of approval by the District.
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REPORT OF THE JUSTICES
OF AMHERST MUNICIPAL COURT
The Amherst Municipal Court has disposed of a
greater case load than in any year since its inception.
This has been due to some extent to the increased police
activity on Route 101 and the apprehension of violators
that heretofore went unnoticed. That these violations
are serious is indicated by the fatalities and grave in-
juries that have resulted from careless operation on
the new highway.
Your Justices feel that there is room for additional
enforcement of the present motor vehicle laws to avert
recurrences of the unfortunate accidents that took place
during the past year. Constant enforcement is the only
remed}' presently available if the accident rate is to be
kept within reason. To that end, your Justices suggest
that if any balances remain on the accounts of the Court
at the end of the year, they be allocated to support
additional police protection in exposed areas of the
town.
Juvenile cases have taken a greater proportion of the
time of your Justices than during any previous year.
It is felt that while the number of juvenile cases in the
Amherst Court is not out of line with towns of similar
size, ne\ ertheless there is room for a greater awareness
on the part of the townspeople of the extent of the work
of the Court and the cooperating state agencies in con-
nection with juvenile problems. Your Justices are al-








Births Registered in the Town of Amherst, N. H.
For the Year Ending December 31, 1953
Date and Place 1
z











Town of Amherst, N. H.
FEBRUARY 23, 1954
This Committee has carefully considered each item
in the Town and School budgets and each Article in
the warrants and has consulted with the departments
concerned in its endeavor to arrive at as equitable rec-
ommendations as possible. We wish to express our ap-
preciation for the readv cooperation which we received.
TOWN WARRANT
ARTICLE 1:
No comment is necessary.
ARTICLE 2:
We recommend approval of each item in the Town
Budget except as noted and offer the following com-
ments on some of the items:
Town Officers' Expenses: The increase in this item
of $200 is accounted for in part by:
Printing town reports increased $75
Bonding Trustees increased $52
Bonding Tax Collector increased $6
The amounts of the bonds are set by the State Tax Com-
mission, None of these items are hkely to be reduced.
Besides the increases shown, there has been a gradual
increase in costs of supplies and services.
Election and Registration: This item is increased
to the amount previously appropriated for biennial
elections.
Town Hall Expenses: As the expenditures under
this item have been:
1952 $1619.29
1953 $1569.15
the amount asked seems logical.
Police Department: This Committee considers the
total amount requested to be necessary for better pro-
tection and traffic supervision.
Fire Department: The increase asked, $500, is
principally to cover the cost of purchase of S^/^" hose,
partly additional and partly for replacement; also to
cover purchase of helmets, fire extinguishers for two
engines, and 3 smokemasks; and to cover the cost of
the "red network telephone system". We recommend
approval.
Long Range Tree Program: This Committee con-
siders the program as outlined for this work to be es-
sential for the preservation of the beauty of this towm.
Summer Maintenance — Roads: For the last seven
years, at least, $7000 has been appropriated for this
item. With wages and truck hire, as well as the cost
of supplies, increased, it is apparent that additional
monev is required to provide the same standard of main-
tenance. We recommend approval of the amount of
$7500.
Oiling: The amounts appropriated during the last
six years have been:
1948 $7100 1951 $5500
1949 $7000 1952 $6000
1950 $6000 1953 $7000
Thus, although the mileage of roads to be oiled was
increasing each year, and although the price of oil had
increased about 20% along with increases in wages
and truck hire, the amount appropriated in 1953 only
equalled that in 1949. That has meant less oiling done
and the program is now five miles behind schedule. We
recommend approval of the amount of $7500.
Cemeteries: Last year it was recommended that a
program of major work be instituted by the Sexton
and Board of Selectmen to be carried out over a period
of years. We recommend that a portion of the appro-
priation be used for this purpose. We are advised that
an amount of $150 will be available for cemetery work
from a designated Trust Fund.
Special Insurance Fund: This amount of $609 will
be the recurring annual cost of insurance under the new
insurance program. •
Merrimack Valley Region Association: We do not
consider that Amherst will benefit to the extent tliat
would warrant this expenditure. We recommend dis-
approval.
Snow Fences: The increase of $100 is for the pur-
chase of snow fence, partly replacement and partly ad-
ditional. We recommend approval.
ARTICLES 3 AND 4:
We recommend approval.
ARTICLE 5:
The present obsolete machine has resulted in errors,
the detection of which meant great loss of time. We
strongly recommend approval.
ARTICLE 6:
As this expense has already been incurred, we rec-
ommend approval.
ARTICLE 7:
Based on results of our investigation and on the
strong recommendation of the State Highway Depart-
ment, we consider the purchase of a tar-kettle to be
a good investment and recommend approval of this
Article.
ARTICLE 8:
The present fence is in need of repairs. Estimates
are not at hand at time of printing and we withhold a
definite recommendation until time of Town Meeting.
ARTICLE 9:
We consider that the report of the Street Namin'g
Committee should be accepted by the Town before an






The road at this point is dangerous due to the sharp
and steep curve. The school bus and other vehicles
have been involved in accidents here. We recommend
approval of this Article.
ARTICLE 13:
As this project is included in the long range program
estabhshed by the Road Commission, we feel that the
time for doing this work should be left for action by
that Commission.
SCHOOL WARRANT
ARTICLES 1 THROUGH 7:
We recommend approval.
ARTICLE 8:
We recommend approval of this Article (Budget
Items 1-19, 25, 26) except as noted and offer the follow-
ing comments:
Item 1: The increase in tliis item is a proposed in-
crease in salary of the Treasurer of $25.
Item 2. Amherst's share is 17.4% which figure is
based half on valuation, half on number of pupils.
Item 3: This is based on number of pupils.
Item 4: The increase in this item is our share of
the cost of the new position of "Helping Teacher" for
the School District, plus an increase of $25 in the salary
of the Census Enumerator.
Item 6: The increase of approximately $3,000 is
in line with a proposed new salary schedule of:
Basic Max.
Salary for Less Than B. A. Degree $2500 $3000
For B. A. Degree $2700 $3200
For M. A. Degree $3000 $3500
Yearly Increment of $100 for five years.
For purpose of comparison: The State Department
of Education's survey of salaries of all full-time teach-
ers, principals and supervisors for 1953-54 shows:
Town Elementary Schools: Men
Women
Total
City Elementary Schools: Men
Women
Total
Amherst's population figures would place it in the
first category above. However, the fact that it is located
not far from centers of large population makes the pro-
curing of good teachers more nearly like that of places
in the second category. This Committee considers the
proposed salary schedule to be a fair one and one which
Amherst School District must meet if we are to retain
good teachers.
Items 7 & 8: These are increased in direct pro-
portion to the number of pupils.
Item 10: The amount of the increase in this item
is for an increase in salary for the teacher of lip reading.
Item 11: This increase of $600 includes an increase
in the janitor's salary of $100 and an amount of $500
for the part-time employment of a helper for the janitor,
Low
made necessary by the added schoolrooms. We concm*
in this proposal as we consider that the work entailed
in caring for the Brick School, the Annex, the Clark
School and the new schoolrooms is too much for one
man.
Item 12: It appears from fuel costs to date that
$1600 will be required for this item. We recommend
approval.
Item 14: The amount asked, $1650, is comprised
of: Re-shingling the roof of the Brick School with as-
phalt shingles $1000; miscellaneous painting $500;
plumbing $150. We are of the opinion that the re-
shingling of the roof can safely be postponed. We rec-
ommend an appropriation of $650.
Item 16: The increase of $1680 includes an in-
crease in present transportation costs of 10% plus the
cost of an extra trip to Milford with High School pu-
pils, made necessary by the increase in number of these
pupils from 57 to 77. We recommend approval.
Item 17: This item is increased in direct propor-
tion to the number of pupils: 57 @$250 = $14,250 to
77 @ $2.50 = $19,250. We concur.
Items 25 & 26: We recommend approval.
ARTICLE 9:
Item 20: We recommend approval.
ARTICLE. 10:
Item 23: The amount asked, $752, is comprised
of: Maps $200; Duplicating machine $212; 12 Desks





In view of our having insufficient information on
this subject, we feel that v^e are not in a position to
make a definite recommendation.
F. TENNEY CLOUGH, Chairman











Kenneth Goodwin, Chairman Term Expires 1955
Mrs. Dorothy Davis Term Expires 1954




Miss Bertha L. Piper Principal
Mrs. Catherine A. Kruger Clerk and Treasurer
Arthur Bonnev Moderator
Oscar Burns, \I.D. School Physician
Gloria Mao^uire, R.N School Nurse
Doroth\^ Davis Truant Officer
Mabel I. Connolly Helping Teacher
School Calendar for 1953-54
Begin Close
Wed., September 9, 1953 Fri., December 18, 1953
Mon., Januarv 4, 1954 Fri., Februarv 19, 1954
Monda\ , March 1, 1954 Fridav, April 23, 1954
Monday, May 3, 1954 Approx.'- June 18, 1954
Holidays:
October 15-16 — Teachers' Convention
November 26-27 — Thanksgiving
May 31 — Memorial Day
Suggested School Calendar for 1954-55
Begin Close
Wed., September 8, 1954 Fri.,December 17, 1954
Mon., Januarv 3, 1955 Fri., Februar\- 18, 1955
Mondav, February 28, 1955 Friday, April 22, 1955
Monday, May 2, 1955 Approx.'- June 17, 1955
Holidays:
October 14-15 — Teachers' Convention
November 25-26 — Thankgiving
May 30 — Memorial Day
WARRANT FOR ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETING
The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town
of Amherst, quahfied to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall
in said district on the 5th day of March 1954, at eight
o'clock in the afternoon, to act upon the following sub-
jects.
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for
the ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the
School Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compen-
sation of any other officers or agent of the district.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Com-
mittees, or Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating
thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in
relation to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will
raise and appropriate for the support of schools, for
the salaries of school district officials and agents, and
for the payment of statutory obligations of the district,
and to authorize the application against said appropria-
tion of such sums as are estimated to be received from
the state foundation aid fund together with other in-
come; the school board to certify to the selectmen the
balance between the estimated revenue and the ap-
piopriation, which balance is to be raised by taxes by
the town.
9. To see how much money the district will raise
and appropriate for insurance on school property. (See
No. 20 of Budget).
10. To see how much money the district will raise
and appropriate for special repairs and alterations of
school property and for new equipment. (See Nos. 22
and 23 of Budget).
11. To see if the district will raise and appropriate
the sum of $2,100 to cover architect's fees on the re-
cent construction of the Clark School Addition.
12. (By petition) To see if the district will vote to
build and equip a new four room addition to the Clark
School and take any other action relating thereto.
13. If the preceeding article is adopted to see
what sum the district will raise and appropriate for the
construction, equipment and furnishings for such an
addition; and whether the district will vote to authorize
the issue of serial notes or bonds upon the credit of the
district for all or any portion of the sum so raised and
appropriated; and to authorize the school board to de-
termine the terms and conditions upon which the notes
or bonds shall be issued including their sale, the time
and place of pavTnent of principal in accordance with
the municipal bond statute, N. H. Revised Laws Chap-
ters 72 and 55 as amended by Laws of 1953.
14. If the district has adopted the article for a new
addition, to see if the district will vote to appoint a
building committee to consist of the school board and
four persons to be appointed by the moderator to select
the location of the addition and to supervise the con-
struction of said building, provided that the plans and
specifications shall be approved by the school board
acting alone as required by law and the school board
be further authorized to execute any and all contracts
or agreements necessary in connection with the con-
struction of said addition.
15. To see if the district will authorize the school
board to make application for and to receive in the
name of the district, such advances, grants in aid or
other funds for educational purposes, as may now, or
hereafter be forthcoming from the United States gov-
ernment or any state or private agency.
16. To transact any other business which may
legally come before this meeting.
Given under our hands at said Amherst this 13th





RETURN OF DISTRICT REVENUE, 1953
EXPENDITURES
Current Expenditures $65,222 30
Capital Outlay:
New equipment 460 00
Insurance 615 00
Total Appropriation $66,297 30
RECEIPTS
Balance, June 30, 1953 (Est.) $1853 86
Trust Funds (Est.) 350 00
Other Estimated Receipts 1500 00
Total Estimated Receipts 3,703 86
Assessment Required to Meet
School District Appropriation $62,593 44
I certify that the above is a correct statement of
the obligations authorized, and the amounts to be as-
sessed to meet statutory requirements and appropria-
tions made at the annual meeting of the Amherst
School District held March 6, 1953 and June 26, 1953.
CATHERINE A. KRUGER,
Clerk of the School District.
As corrected by State Tax Commission
July 24, 1953.
REPORT OF TREASURER
(For the Fiscal Year July 1, 1952 to June 30, 1953)
CATHERINE A. KRUGER, Treasurer,
111 account with the School District of Amherst
Dr.
Balance as per last report
Board of Selectmen:





Income from Trust Funds
Other Income
Cr.
Payments on order of School Board
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REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD
The Amherst School Board is well aware that our
local school problems are similar to those faced by
other boards and school districts comitry-wide; more-
over, those of you who have acquainted yourselves with
the facts must agree; but we believe it is quite in order
to remind you taxpayers of certain outstanding local
conditions.
Leading articles in popular magazines are constant-
ly featuring the crying needs of the public schools;
enlarged facilities to care for the ever-growing number
of children entering the first grade, the teacher shortage,
and the sky-rocketing budgets needed to buy the neces-
sary supplies and equipment for the pupils, to pay the
salaries of the teachers and other personnel, and to
heat, clean and maintain the present buildings as well
as to finance additions and new buildings.
As for the enlarged facilities, you know that we
have made a two-room addition to the Clark School,
but we cannot commit ourselves on the sustained ade-
quacy of our present facilities since it would require the
powers of a seer and the skill of a juggler to weigh and
balance such factors as the future economic health of
the nation, the continuance of the trend toward subur-
ban living, i.e., Amherst as a "bedroom town" for Mil-
ford, Nashua, and Manchester, and finally, a not un-
likelv local real estate expansion.
The school census early in September showed en-
tering classes of thirty-seven to thirty-nine pupils for
the next four years. The census also revealed that of
the forty-four registered for the first time, fewer than
ten were renting and so were not property owners.
There were 577 children from under one year and up
to eighteen years, of which about 295 were in grades
one through eight, plus 52 high school pupils. It has
become our vearlv custom to point out the increased
enrollments: counting onl)' elementar)' pupils for the
10
past three years gives us pause because in 1951 there
were 247; in 1952, 253; in 1953, 297; and for 1954 we
can count 320. The number of high school pupils during
the same period has risen from the middle forties to an
expected 75. These figures are part of the reason for
the continued rise in the appropriations.
Those of us interested in the public schools have
read with alarm the figures of the growing teacher
shortage. Last June college and training schools grad-
uated 22,443 men and women trained to enter teaching
in the elementarv grades. The annual loss of teachers
in this categorv through retirement, death or marriage
runs to 60,000 nationally- We are fortunate that to
date Superintendent Harold C. Bowley has been able
to supply us with the necessarv teachers. We enjoy a
certain stability in the teachers who have permanent
homes in or near our town. With the approaching re-
tirement of Miss Piper in June we face a real problem
in replacement. Nation-wide there has been a definite
feeling of unrest and insecurity among teachers. For
years our teachers have been underpaid. One way of
providing a feeling of security for teachers is to set up
a salarv schedule which considers types of training and
vears of experience, both within and without the local
system. Your board, working separately and with the
teachers, has set up such a salary scale which places
all our teachers in their respective classifications.
Another angle in the cost of educating children in
towns largely residential and so almost entirely de-
pendent upon the real estate property tax, is the need
of federal and/or state aid to education. Let us keep
in mind that New Hampshire is 47 of the 48 in such
aid from the state level. Amherst received no state aid
this past vear and none will be forthcoming in 1954.
Last year the amount was $3936.13, and in other years
it has'been between $2500.00 and $3500.00. New Hamp-
shire has no state aid for construction of new buildings.
Massachusetts provides 65 9^ of the total cost, while
II
Vermont gives 25% . Your board strongly recommends
that such groups in town as the Grange, P. T. A., and
the Men's Club form committees to study these very
real problems. Our schools are what we citizens let
them be. Your board of three is glad to work with you,
but the concerted study and effort of interested citi-
zens can produce results.
Still another factor in the present organization of
public schools is transportation. With the abandonment
of the little red schoolhouse at the crossroads have come
the central school in the village and the larger consoli-
dation. It follows quite naturally that more and more
pupils are transported more and more miles. The
change in transportation here in Amherst parallels other
school districts. To date about 195 of our 300 pupils
are transported, not counting the 52 high school pu-
pils. Ten trips in the morning and eleven trips in the
afternoon are the daily requirements of the seven-
passenger bus and two larger busses which have a
combined maximum capacity of 102 pupils. The daily
mileage of 75 miles demonstrates that Amherst is a
widely scattered town with roads radiating from the
village like the spokes of a wheel. It is of interest to
know that 31,500 miles is the total for the school year.
Since the high school pupils cannot arrive from Milford
until 3:50, the board recognizes this has meant too long
a school day for the younger pupils who must wait for
their fellow-passengers. Beginning next September,
the elementary children on Mack and Chestnut Hills
will be carried home immediately, and the high school
pupils from those two areas will be transported separate-
ly at 4:00. The increase in the budget under transporta-
tion of $1,674.20 takes care of a second bus twice daily
to Milford High School as well as the aforementioned
new trip.
In response to the question of sending the seventh
and eighth grades to Milford as tuition pupils, the
board decided to keep them here with us since the ed-
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ucational advantages did not appear to outweigh suf-
ficiently the cost of tuition and transportation of an
additional 60-odd pupils.
Another recurring question concerning the situa-
tion of our high school pupils now attending Milford
High School can best be answered by stating that we
are fortunate in having a mutual agreement with Mil-
ford on a yearly contract basis. Nothing in the fore-
seeable future would indicate any change in this status.
We are happy to send our high school pupils to Milford
and they are equally pleased to have the tuition as well
as the Amherst young people.
The 1954 school board report cannot close without
mentioning again the June retirement of our principal,
Miss Bertha L. Piper, after thirty-eight years of service
to Amherst and our boys and girls. To many of us
Miss Piper and school have become synonymous. Over
the years as the personnel changed, with inexperienced
or new teachers and principals coming in. Miss Piper
has been the stabilizer, the keystone in the arch of the
past and future school years. It is superfluous to point
out that her absence will mean a real change in our
schools. For the past three years she has been the
principal, aiding immeasurably in the transition from
an elementary-high school system to only elementary.
We must acknowledge a feeling of sadness inherent in
retirement. The adjustment for both her and us will
be difficult at times, but we prefer to turn our thoughts
forward, wishing that this well-earned rest will mean








I present herewith my fifteenth report under three
headings. Elsewhere statistics comprise our report.
A. Instruction
The change in organization affecting the first grade
brought in Mrs. Barbara WiUiams as a new teacher.
Mrs. Dorothy Paire of South Lyndeboro has but re-
cently replaced Mrs. Williams who was compelled to
leave because of family conditions. Mr. Lionel De-
Lacey of Berlin and Plymouth Teachers College was
chosen to succeed Mr. Harold Angers in Grade six.
The recent Testing Program and Workshop met
with spendid response from your teachers. I am very
proud to commend them and to bespeak the results as
an aid and guide to improve teaching.
B. Finance
Per pupil costs of last year's work are not available
yet but predictions are that they will show an increase
due to added expenses. Reference to last year's reports
will give you an idea what this mav mean.
Due to factors beyond our control, State Aid was
not available this year to Amherst. The formula for
the computation of State Aid is based upon numbers of
pupils to support and the ability to support as evidenced
by a 17 mill tax on the adjusted Valuation. There were
more pupils but the valuation increased so much that
the computation showed greater ability than need;
hence, no aid. Although it has not been announced yet,
no state aid is expected for the coming school year.
C. Needs
I am only reiterating my suggestion of Art Instruc-
tion. Because of so many expense items this year, this
program was eliminated when an instructor was un-
available. Now that we have one available, money
isn't. I hope this program will not be discarded per-
manently.
What kind of schooling do we want for our children?
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Of course, I want my boy to learn the 3 R's — they are
the tools for making a living for himself and family.
I want my girl to know music, art, literature as well
as the 3 R's, Cooking and Sewing, too. I want them
to learn to think and make decisions, to work and play
with others, to do his share in government. These are
the 3 R's plus 3 more. Altogether they are the 6 R's —
Reading, Riting, 'Rithmetic, Rights, Responsibilities,
(Human) Relations. These 6 R's make for good citizen-
ship. That kind of schooling must have good teachers
and, of course, we must pay the price.
My gratitude for a good year's work goes to the
Teachers, the Board and other close associates. I con-
gratulate you, citizens, upon the completion of added
facilities. You must be proud to see your children





THE HELPING TEACHER SPEAKS!
The work of the "Helpmg Teacher" is exactly what
the name imphes. The basic task of such a person is
to help children, and this is done mainly by helping
the children's teachers. During the first three months
tliat this position has existed, the program of the Help-
ing Teacher has evolved. It has been based upon the
needs of the teachers as determined by a total of 289
classroom visits and many conferences with teachers,
parents, and others concerned with the education of
children. This program may be stated briefly as follows:
Scheduling, Curriculum Planning
and Coordination
Beginning teachers, especially, seem to find it dif-
ficult to determine how to fit the day's program into
the time allowed. There is often the problem of how
much time should be given each subject or activity or
for each group within the class. Help is sometimes
needed in planning the curriculum and having it co-
ordinated from grade to grade and at each grade level.
Teaching Techniques
Teachers coming back into the profession after hav-
ing been out of it for several years have asked most
often for help in teaching methods. Even experienced
teachers are always searching for better methods and
professional improvement. Those desiring it have had
opportunities to observe demonstration lessons and out-
standing work done bv other teachers.
Testing Programs
Testing programs are an important phase of ed-
ucation as an aid to understanding each child's progress,
needs, and abilities. Help is a\ailable to the teacher
in giving, interpreting, and making use of tests.
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Pupil Guidance
Pupil guidance is as necessary to the pupil in the
elementary school as it is during any other stage of
his educational development. His individual needs are
considered and opportunities are given him to progress
at his own rate through grouping within the class, and
by enabling him to have socially and emotionally satis-
fying experiences. Whenever a pupil is found to have
some particular problem which prevents his adjust-
ment to the school situation an attempt is made to de-
termine the causes and eliminate the problem. To do
this, it is often necessary to have conferences with the
teacher, parents, school nurse, and other sources of
help, and then to plan a special program for this child.
Resoiu-ce Person
Many teaching and professional materials have been
made available, and also suggestions and arrangements
made for the use of other resource persons. There have
been illustrated talks to classes on various subjects
coming within the social studies field and based upon
travels to North Africa, Europe, Labrador, Bermuda
and South America. Typical topics have been "Ancient
Civilization," "Homes in Other Lands," etc.
Public Relations
Evervone concerned with the education of children
should know the aims of the school and how the school
is meeting these aims. A closer relationship between
the home and the school works directly to the advantage
of the child.
I should like to express my appreciation to Mr.
Bowley and the members of the school boards of Union
No. 40 for the confidence placed in me in the assign-
ment of this position and the freedom allowed me in
the development of its program according to the needs
of the teachers and children in the Union. I wish also
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to tliank the parents, principals, and teachers through-
out tlie Union for the splendid cooperation they have
shown me. Witliout such cooperation the role of Help-






To the School Board, Superintendent of Schools, and
Citizens of Amherst:
I present herewith my third annual report of the
Amherst Elementary Schools.
Attendance on the opening day of school in Sep-
tember was 291; of these 164 were boys and 127 were
girls. We have lost quite a number of pupils by re-
moval from town, but their places have been taken by
new ones moving in so that our present enrollment is
294. Owing to the large number of first grade children
— there are 58 at this time — we have two first grade
rooms. One of them is taught by Mrs. Dwight Brown
and the other by Mrs. Newell Paire. From the very
large third and fourth grades, children were removed
to make a mixed grade, taught by Mrs. George Kit-
tredge at the Brick School. The work on the two new
rooms at Clark School progressed rapidly and, by the
middle of January, Mrs. Maurice McGee with her third
grade and Mrs. Elmer Greenhalgh with the second
grade, moved into the two new rooms.
As a member of the Building Committee, I should
like to express my thanks to everyone connected with
this project for the speedy and splendid way in which
the work has been completed and for the very attrac-
tive classrooms that have resulted.
Attendance, on the whole, has been very good, par-
ticularly in the upper grades. The pupils were given
medical inspection by Dr. Oscar Bums early in the
vear and the school nurse, Mrs. Francis Maguire, by
her constant watchfulness and checking has kept illness
at a minimum. A Dental Clinic, under the direction of
Mr. Edward Walsh, is in progress at the present time.
The Clinic conducted last year and under the same
management, was very successful.
Mrs. Norman Slayton, assisted by Mrs. Merton
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Brown, grade mothers, and by eighth grade pupils con-
tinues to provide hot lunches, with an average of about
125 persons being served daily. As has been the custom
the past two years, pupils from Clark School are con-
ducted to and from the Town Hall where the lunches
are served. This year Clematis Jones and Choral Mur-
ray have been in charge and much credit goes to them
for the efficient way in which they perform this task.
A committee of six people meets monthly to plan the
program for the Hot Lunches. Gifts of money have
been received from the Souhegan Club, Legion Auxili-
ary, Woman's Association, King's Daughters, Amherst
Men's Club, Grange, and from Mrs. Charles Lincoln and
from Mr. and Mrs. Philip Holmes. This monev has
made possible hot lunches for several children who
otherwise would not have been able to have them.
The Hot Lunch committee is deeply appreciative for
this aid.
Pupils of the Brick School, although they have been
unable to have the use of the Annex as formerly, have
nevertheless enjoyed records, the film strip machine,
and motion pictures as usual. Beginning soon, these
activities will again be conducted in the Annex which
will also serve as a Bus Station for grades 4-8. At
Clark School a teacher is on duty both morning and
afternoon with children arriving or waiting for the
busses. We appreciate the care and planning of Mr.
Malcolm Clark and his splendid drivers that makes our
school transportation system such a good one.
There has been no Art Supervisor this year, but
nearly all the teachers have had much training in Art
so the subject has received its usual attention, and very
creditable work has been accomplished.
Miss Elsie Wheeler, as Music Supervisor, spends
part of each Thursday in Amherst Schools. I feel it
would be most desirable if she could spend more time
with our classes. Not only does Miss Wheeler teach
her regular classes but she had charge of the Closing
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Day music, Memorial Day music and assisted at the
Clark School with the operetta, "The Selfish Giant,"
which was presented to the people of Amherst in May.
The operetta itself was very well done and the cos-
tumes, made by the mothers, were most attractive.
Fifteen children have had special tiaining each week
in lip reading and in speech. Mrs. Catherine Hammond
has been the instructor.
The 4-H Club, successful the past two years, has
been discontinued but Mrs. Arnold Wight meets with
some 28 fourth grade girls each week for a Sewing
Club and Mrs. Chester McGrath has a Sewing Club
with the girls of the fifth grade.
The School Patrol, organized from boys of the 8th
grade, continues this year to do good work. The cap-
tain is Kenneth Langley and the lieutenants are Ronald
Piper and Dirke Le May. These boys direct traffic at
street intersections so small children may cross safely;
help with loading and unloading busses, patrol the
street near the Town Hall at noon, and help to maintain
order on the plavground. These bovs are doing a good
job, but they need raincoats badly for their patrol duty
in bad weather. We wish there was some way in which
these could be provided.
In June Mrs. Brown gave a tea at which all mothers
of children who would enter school in September were
guests. The children were registered at that time and
questions were answered as to school procedure. There
was a large attendance and we thought it a very worth-
while occasion. Mrs. Brown tells me that a similar tea
is planned for this year.
Mrs. McGee and Mrs. Greenhalgh are taking an
extension course in Milford, and Mrs. Greenhalgh and
Miss Boutelle have Art courses at the Institute of Arts
and Sciences in Manchester.
Open House was observed at Brick School in No-
vember at which all teachers were present. Late in
January an Open House was held for the Clark School
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when an opportunity was given the citizens to inspect
the new classrooms.
I do want to express my appreciation to all the
teachers, without whose never-failing cooperation and
help, our schools could not succeed. Also to the School
Board of Amherst, to Superintendent Bowley, to Miss
Connolly, to the Parent-Teachers' Association and to
all the parents and citizens of our town who ha\'e aid-
ed us in all we have undertaken for the good of the





ENROLLMENT TABLE AS OF JANUARY 15, 1954
REPORT OF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE
Upon the acceptance of Articles 12, 13, and 14 of
the warrant at the Adjourned School District Meeting,
June 26, 1953, John C. Duff, Richard D. Le May, Ber-
tha L. Piper, and Donald O. Young were appointed by
the Moderator, who, with the School Board constituted
the Building Committee.
The first meeting of this committee was held on
June 30th, at which time Mr. Le May was elected chair-
man, Mr. Young, secretary, and Mr. Duff, finance chair-
man. Mr. Carl E. Peterson was selected architect at the
customary rate of 6^f for plans, specifications and su-
pervision.
Frequent committee meetings were held thereafter
with the architect. Plans and specifications were re-
leased to the contractors for figures, and bids were
opened on August 8th. All exceeded the appropriation.
Careful revisions of plans and specifications necessitat-
ed new bids on September 10th.
A meeting with the low bidder, Blanchard Stebbins
of Manchester, and the architect brought further re-
visions, so that finally on September 11th, the School
Board signed a contract with Mr. Stebbins for the full
amount of the appropriations, namely, $35,000.00.
After due deliberation this action to expend the en-
tire amount of the appropriation for actual construction,
exclusive of the architectural fee, was an unanimous
decision made by the building committee. The urgency
for additional classroom space as soon as possible in-
fluenced this decision. The architect offered to await
payment until an article could be placed in the next
School Warrant. (See Article 9 of the Warrant.)
Through the splendid cooperation of both Mr. Peter-
son and Mr. Stebbins working with the entire building
committee, it was possible in approximately four
months time, for grades 2 and 3 to occupy their new
classrooms on January 18, 1954.
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The building was formally opened to the public on
January 31st. The teachers, building committee and
school board were hosts to about one hundred and fifty
townspeople and guests who were most generous in
their approval and commendation.
The new construction, on ground level, is connected
with the southern end of the original Clark School in
such a way as to provide access to both levels of that
building, and can be expanded by steps into a com-
plete school unit.
The two attractive classrooms are fine examples of
current modern design in every respect. Each has ex-
cellent light, ventilation, two exits, two closets, suitable
coat racks, sinks with a bubbler and both hot and cold
water, to name only a few of their appointments, plus
the many carefully considered details all of which serve
to make them extremely functional.
The large toilet rooms are designed to accommodate
additional fixtures. The teachers have their room with
toilet and another closet. Another room which may
be used for meetings and conferences temporarily will
eventually become part of a corridor. The new sec-
tional boiler which serves both old and new rooms
is of a type which can be enlarged.
Your committee considers it has carried out the true
intent and purpose of your trust as best expressed and
recommended in that portion of the Report by the
Special Multiple Committee, elected and appointed at
the School District Meetings of November 28, 1952
and March 6, 1953 which reads: "What we recommend
— that a two-room addition, with necessary supple-
mentary facilities (toilets, etc.) be made to the Clark
School in such a way that the resulting building includ-
ing the Clark School, can be expanded by steps into a
complete school building."
Respectfullv submitted ,





(For the Fiscal Year July 1, 1952 to June 30, 1953)
TOTAL RECEIPTS $61,018 48
TOTAL PAYMENTS 58,564 62
Cash Balance June 30, 1953
PAYMENTS IN DETAIL
July 1, 1952 to June 30, 1953
ADMINISTRATION
1. Salaries of District Officers:
Kenneth Goodwin, school board $75 00
Dorothy Davis, school board
Donald N. Swain, school board
Curtis Worthen, school board
Catherine A. Kruger, treasurer
Catherine A. Kruger, clerk




2. Superintendent's Salary (local share): (a.)
Treasurer, Supervisory Union No. 40 760 00
3. Tax for State-Wide Supervision:
State Treasurer, $2 per capita tax 570 00
4. Salaries of Other Administrative Personnel:
Eleanore Wilkins, census enum-
erator $50 00
Dorothy Da\is, truant officer 25 00
Treasurer, Super\'isorv Union
No. 40, office clerk 380 00
455 00
75 00
Rachel Brown 2499 95
Violet Consigli 162 00
Phyllis Courage 9 00
Gerard Doyon 477 68
Pauhne t/ Gordon 2790 96
Sarah Greenhalgh 2599 94
Elma Kittredge 2599 96
Mary McGee 2800 00
Evelyn Neugebauer 9 00
Bertha L. Piper 3299 98
Mrs. John Prescott 72 00
Harrv J. Sanborn 2599 96
Elsie' F. Wheeler 399 92
*This amount includes deductions for:
Blue Cross and Blue Shield $ 361 60








10. Other Expenses of Instruction:
Catherine Hammond, lip-reading $160 00




OPERATION OF SCHOOL PLANT
II. Salary of Janitor:
William S. Wells *2,000 00
*This amount includes $132.00
deducted for income tax.
12. Fuel or Heat: 987 34
13. Water, Light, Janitor Supplies
and Expenses: 1,072 01
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MAINTENANCE OF SCHOOL PLANT
14. Repairs and Replacements: 1,541 00
AUXILIARY ACTIVITIES
15. Health Supervision: 497 57
16. Transportation:




Milford School District 11,765 15
18. Other Special Activities:
School Lunch $563 12
Other special activities 153 13
716 25
Fixed Charges:
19. Retirement: 1,504 23
20. Insurance: 1,162 22
CAPITAL OUTLAY
22. Additions & Improvements to Buildings: 193 55
23. New Equipment:
Seamans Supply Co. $ 6 72
Paris Manufacturing Co. 138 96
Denoyer-Geppert Co. 28 46
174 14
TOTAL PAYMENTS $58,564 62
(a.) Superintendent's Salary, 1952-53






Mont Vernon 134 40
Total $5,475 00
STATISTICS FOR 1952-53
Number of half-days in session 350
Whole number of different pupils registered:
Boys 154; Girls 132; Total 286
Enrollment bv Grades:
1-44; 11-43; III-48; IV-41; V-34;
VI-26; VII-30; VIII-20; Total 286
Average daily membership 253.6
Per cent of attendance 94.2
Number not absent nor tardy during school year 56
Number of visits made to schools by:
School Board Members 19
Superintendent of Schools 101
Citizens 124
Number of School Board meetings held 12
PERFECT ATTENDANCE
Junior High: Andrew Berwick, Charles Grant,
Ethelyn Grant, Marilyn Green, Barry Hammond, Gert-
rude Lenane, Linda Merrill, Gordon Murray, Ronald
Piper, Jane Rooney, Doris Umenhofer.
Grade VI: Bernice Cobleigh, Leon Frye, Marion
Holland, Vivian Jutras, Theodore Kelley, Sandra Mack,
Thomas Mann, Judith Relation, Charles Rooney.
Grade V: Hilda Berwick, Dennis Holland, Jill Hus-
mer, Donald Kelley, Beryl Murray, Judy Page, Joel
Slayton, William Young.
Grade IV: Dale Hathaway, William Relation, Chris-
topher Slayton.
Grade III: Peter Cripanuk.
Grade II: Howard Adams, Helen Holland, Gary
Frye.
AMHERST PUPILS GRADUATING FROM
MILFORD HIGH SCHOOL -JUNE 1953
Eugene Adams Lillian Jutras
Leona Berwick Lorraine Marchildon
Jean Davis Helen Sandford
Norrine Hauser Cameron Sweezey Ethel Sliney
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RETURN OF SCHOOL CENSUS
September 1953





REPORT OF HEALTH SUPERVISION - 1952-53
Oscar Burns, M.D.
Gloria Maguire, R.N.
The total number of children examined: 270















Name Description and Value on Real Es-































































McGuinness land and camp 9a
Hom.e Court House Rd.
Butman place









Melendy lot and camp 75a











Home Foundry St. Vza
Blacksmith shop V^a
Home place
Land and bldgs. 3a
Spalding land
Land and bldgs. 12a
Home and lot
Roberts place












































Name Description and Value on Real Es-
















Smith, Walter E. and
Wilhelmina























Frazer, Roland K. and
Mary K.
Hartshorn, Frank A.




















1/2 interest W. Weston lot 23a






Bought of Hayward 20a
Seabury farm 50a
Town meadow 4a







Peter Burns lot 28a
Meadow 6a
























Name Description and Value on Real Es-
tate and Personal Property
Forsyth, John and
Irene












*Larsen, Julia Z. and
Thomas A.

































Smith, H. C. Dewey
and Anna H.
Home Nashua Rd. 2i/2a
Bought of Consign 13,4a
Bought of Fred Armstrong 3.1a








Bought of Gorham 5a—and bldgs.
Ingram place 14a





New house Hollis Rd.
Comb & Richardson land 8a
Sanford place Nashua Rd. 7a
Lot west side
1 cow
Clinton and Town land 12a
Camp unfinished






Camp bought of Armstrong 6a
1 cow
3 sheep
Bought of Trombly 11a
Part Ober farm 5a
Peacock land
Hauptman place Hollis Rd.
Fowls
McKay farm 25a
Part McKay farm 3a






Name Description and Value on Real Es-
tate and Personal Property














Convei'se. A. W. and
Henry T.
Converse Co.






















Part Milford Town Farm 22a
Lot Babosic Rd.
Name
Name Description and Value on Real Es-







Name Description and Value on Real Es-






















Trow. C. L. Heirs
Tostevin, Arthur


















Curtis, Henry M. and
Annie M.
Farwell, William H.
Fust, Harold G. and
Lora E.
Robinson land 25a
Land and buildings la
Land Mill Rd.
Secomb lot 33a
Lot Manchester Rd. 1 1/lOa





Rhodes on Lowe land 15a
Jackson place 4a











i2 Dr. Clark house Middle St.




53 ft. frontage and well
Land bought of O'Brien 8a
Land bought of O'Brien 5a
Dan Sheehan place
Land bought of Newbold la
Land on North St. 11a
Cox farm 225a
Meadow 3V^a
Bought of Barrett 9a
Holland meadow 4a
Philips land 10a
P. Sorraghan land 9a
Boutelle land 10a
Lawrence barn 10a
Land of Clarkin 4a




































Name Description and Value on Real Es-


























































Baker land and shop 5a
Part of home farm
Buckley place 7a
Parker land 8a
Lot No. 8 11/2 a
Duncklee land 11a
Lot and unfinished cottage
Part Hanson land 4a
Burns Estate
Bought of Holt Via
O'Brien land 6a
Part of Pei'cival farm
Bought of Hodlin 2a
Home place 114a
Wright place 4a
One lot near Wright place
Lot and unfinished camp
Peacock lot 33a
Nichols lot Ua
Land bought Gault 2a
Crowley place
Severns farm 60a
Land and cottage 7a




Lot on Mont Vernon Rd.
Cottage 2a
Chase lot 38a






Cricket Corner lot 30a
Mason lot 40a
Charles Wheeler farm 31a
Carr farm 65a











































Name Description and Value on Real Es-
tate and Personal Property
Net
Name Description and Value on Real Es-
tate and Personal Property
Net
Name Description and Value on Real Es-

























Walsh, Bernett L. and
Mabel



































Land East Side of Lake
Land East Side of Lake
Cottage on East Side of Lake
"Miss Desby"
Perkins lot
Spaulding cottage and lot
Mill
Cabin—Berry land 21a







Lots 61 and 76
Lot bought of Gault
'Ju Ka Lyn"







Lot bought of Gault
Woodlot 6y2a




















































Name Description and Value on Real Es-
tate and Personal Property
Net
Valuation
Colby, Arthur B. and
Augusta J.
Charron, Joseph L.

























Quimby, Mrs. Wm. H.
Spencer, George O.








Berry lot and cottage











Cottage and V2 garage
Land back No. 7 school 10a
Cottage—Damon Pond
Fessenden land 2a
Fessenden lot—4 lots and camp
Meadow and sprout 30a
C. Adams farm 129a
H. Adams farm 10a
Linneham Peabody pasture 60a
Pine hill lot 10a
Cottage 17a






Part Peaslee farm 5a
Parkhurst land 28a






Dr. Noyes cottage and lot














By Hanson Heirs 4a
Hartshorn lot 10a
1,100.00
100.00
100.00
350.00
700.001
1,400.001
lOO.OOl
700.001
500.00!
Am'nt
Taxes
62.64
5.22
18.27
36.54
78.30
36.54
26.10
2,300.001 120.06
150.00 7.83
100.00 5.22
1,100.001 57.42
100.00
500.00
100.00!
1,900.00'
100.00!
700.00!
2,200.00
600.00
100.001
800.001
lOO.OOi
lOO.OOi
lOO.OOi
100.001
50.00
100.001
100.001
300.001
50.001
100.001
100.00!
1,300.00!
100.00!
1,100.00
1,400.001
100.001
100.001
800.00!
100.001
100.001
700.001
700.001
300.001
100.001
100.001
1,300.001
1,300.00'
26.10
104.40
156.60
31.32
57.42
46.98
73.08
5.22
57.42
83.52
41.76
5.22
93.96
10.44
67.86
67.86
150.001 7.83
200.001
75.001
NsiTio
Name


